


SET– the scenery pieces that form the area in which the performers act out the play. Sometimes scenery is 
very realistic and complete, making the audience think they are inside a real house, for example.  Other times 
the scenery is quite fanciful or limited.  What different sets can you name in Pinocchio?  What time and place 
does it look like?   
 

LIGHTS– the lighting instruments that help to create the right atmosphere on the stage.  Lights direct 
the attention of the audience to specific areas of the stage or to a specific performer.  The lights may be differ-
ent colors to add special effects such as nighttime or a storm.  How do the lights in Pinocchio show time pass-
ing from night to day?  What kind of special effects are used to create “magic” or places like the inside of a 
whale? 
 

PROPS (PROPERTIES)- the objects performers carry to help them act out the story.  Look for 
important props like magic wands, books and gold coins.  What kind of props fill Geppetto’s shop?   
 

MAKE-UP– the cosmetic bases, blushes, lipsticks, mascara and eye liners which help the performer 
physically become the character he/she is playing.  Make-up is also used so that the performer’s facial features 
can be seen clearly under the bright stage lights and from a distance.  Look for special make-up in Pinocchio 
that makes actors look like puppets. 
 

COSTUMES– the clothing the performers wear. Depending on the story being acted out, this clothing 
may be what a character of the time would have actually worn.  It may also be very exaggerated or fantastic in 
the case of a fairy tale like Pinocchio.  Costumes help the audience know what a character is like or where and 
when he/she lived.  Are the costumes in Pinocchio drab or colorful?  Do they look realistic or like something 
out of a storybook?  
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Pictured above: Youtheatre’s productions of SLEEPING BEAUTY & REMEMBERING ANNE 



Fort Wayne Youtheatre is proud to present Pinocchio as part of our 83rd 
season and 5th annual Fairy Tale Fest! 

The play opens as a group of Fairies-in-Training gather to celebrate yet 
another "perfectly granted" wish of the Blue Fairy ("When You Wish 
upon a Star"). Their celebration is interrupted by the toy maker, Gep-
petto, who complains that Pinocchio, the puppet she brought to life as his 
son, is defective. To uncover the truth, the Blue Fairy takes us back in 
time to the day of Geppetto's wish. Geppetto's toy shop is filled with par-
ents and their eager children ("Toys"). Having no children of his own, 
Geppetto envies them and wishes for his heart to be full ("Empty 
Heart"). The Blue Fairy grants his wish and brings Pinocchio to life. 

The next day, the overjoyed Geppetto teaches Pinocchio a song he 
learned from his father ("Geppetto and Son") and introduces him to the 
Town Fathers, but Pinocchio wanders away. We then travel forward in 
time ("Rise and Shine") to see Geppetto attempt to teach Pinocchio about 
toy making. When the disinterested Pinocchio lies, his nose grows. Still 
not convinced of Pinocchio's imperfection, the Blue Fairy takes us for-
ward again to Pinocchio's first day of school. Heeding Geppetto's in-
structions to "act like everyone else," Pinocchio begins mimicking other 
students and gets into trouble. In the town square, the puppeteer, Strom-
boli, notices that Pinocchio is a stringless puppet and tries to recruit him 
for his marionette show, but the Blue Fairy sends Stromboli away. 

Back in the present, Geppetto repeats his request for the Blue Fairy to take Pinocchio back. Pinocchio overhears and runs 
away ("When You Wish upon a Star – Reprise"). Geppetto goes looking for Pinocchio and finds him performing for 
Stromboli ("I've Got No Strings"). After the show, Stromboli locks up Pinocchio, but tells Geppetto that the puppet left. 
Meanwhile, Pinocchio escapes, but Stromboli vows to find him ("Bravo Stromboli"). The Blue Fairy finally agrees to 
take Pinocchio back once Geppetto finds him ("Just Because It's Magic"). In Idyllia, Geppetto encounters Professore 
Buonragazzo and his "perfect child" machine, which creates a series of perfect children ("Satisfaction Guaranteed"), but 
none can replace Pinocchio. Back on the road, Geppetto meets talking animals who act like something else because of 
their parents' expectations. Meanwhile, the Blue Fairy offers Pinocchio to Stromboli since Geppetto still doesn't want 
him ("Bravo Stromboli – Reprise"). 

A Ringleader and his Roustabouts introduce us to a children's paradise ("Pleasure Island"). Geppetto finds Pinocchio 
there, but fails to convince him to come home. Suddenly, Pinocchio and the other delinquents become donkeys and are 
sent away on a ship, which Geppetto pursues in a rowboat. The young fairy, Sue, conjures a whale to save them, but it 
swallows Geppetto and Pinocchio. Inside the whale, Geppetto promises to be a better father if they ever get home 
("Geppetto and Son – Reprise"). Pinocchio lies so that his nose tickles the whale's throat, and it sneezes them out. Back 
at the toy shop, Stromboli and the Blue Fairy await them. Having learned how to appreciate fatherhood, Geppetto offers 
Stromboli anything in his shop in exchange for letting him keep Pinocchio ("Since I Gave My Heart Away"). Stromboli 
refuses, and the Blue Fairy must grant Stromboli his wish, but the young fairies point out that Pinocchio has learned to 
become a real boy, rendering him useless for Stromboli's show. With father and son now transformed and united for 
good, the Blue Fairy's perfect record remains intact! 
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In Youtheatre’s production of Pinocchio , the actors use some Italian words just like Carlo  Collodi used when he 
first wrote the story of Pinocchio.  Included are c ommon Italian words and phrases.  Choose one Italia n word or 
phrase and try incorporating it into your daily con versation! 
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1. In the beginning of the play, we find out that Geppetto wants to give back Pinocchio because he’s 
“defective.”  In the end, Geppetto finds true happiness in having Pinocchio as his real son.  Have 
you ever had a tough time living up to a commitment?  Did you quit or stick to it?  What happened 
in the end and how did it make you feel? 

2. In the town of Idyllia, parents can create their own children to be what they want them to be.  Do 
you think this is good?  Why or why not? 

3. In Pleasure Island, the kids are in charge and get to do whatever they want to do.  Why do you 
think it turns into such a bad place? 

4. Geppetto tries to teach Pinocchio that lying is not a good choice.  In the end, Pinocchio needs to lie 
in order to save himself and his dad.  Do you think it’s okay to lie sometimes about some things?  
Why or why not?  What are the consequences (outcomes ) of telling lies? 

5. The Blue Fairy sings the song “When You Wish Upon a Star.”  how does this song represent what 
is happening in the show?  What does the song mean to you?  What do you wish upon a star for? 
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All Youtheatre Stories are Literature Based and on the recommended reading list of Library of Congress 
 
Language Arts Standard:  Perceive, identify, describe and analyze the distinguishing characteristics of form, 
structure and style of story.  

· Retell story identifying plot, theme, characters, and setting. 
· Recall story plot utilizing chronological order. 
 

Language Arts Standard: Evaluate Theatre/Literary work based on critical perception and analysis. 
· Share perception of theatre experience in the area of voice, movement, mood and motivation. 
· Make suggestions for alternative endings. 
· Analyze and critique story and performance through creative writing. 
· Create a similar story through creative writing. 
 

Language Arts Standard: Use Theatre /Literary work to develop affective areas of self-concept, problem solving 
and interpersonal skills. 

· React to feelings of self and others within a production. 
· Identify conflict within story as it relates to self and others. 
· Compare and contrast problems and resolutions found in different stories and real life situations. 
· Express personal attitudes, values, and belief systems as it relates to theatre piece. 
· Interact freely in conversations, class discussions and dramatic activities. 
· Contribute to the solving of problems through dramatization/improvisation. 
 

Language Arts Standard: Examine Theatre /Literary work in a historical and multicultural context.  
· Identify similarities and differences between characters from diverse cultures depicted. 
· Identify historical differences/figures in different time frames depicted in story. 
· Identify significance of historical aspects in story. 
 

Exploring Aesthetics: A Philosophical Basis for Life! 
Attending live theatre helps children value its importance to the community and helps develop a lifelong commitment 
and love of Theatre and Literature. Students experience aesthetic growth through appreciation of Theatre.  Students dis-
cover through experience that making art is an essential human activity. It requires collaboration, and enhances creative 
thinking. 
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