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Open Audition Spots by Reservation Only.

Online Sign-Up Begins: May 4
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Music Director: BEN WEDLER            Choreographer: LESLIE BEAUCHAMP
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General Audition Tips...General Audition Tips...
BE PREPARED.BE PREPARED.

Directors are impressed by actors who care.Directors are impressed by actors who care.     
Know the show.Know the show.    Read the script.Read the script.     Listen to the music.Listen to the music.

BE ON TIME.BE ON TIME.

ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION.ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION.  
Listen quietly to others.Listen quietly to others.     It is polite…PLUS you learn from what they do.It is polite…PLUS you learn from what they do.

REMEMBER, YOU ARE AUDITIONING ON-STAGE & OFF.REMEMBER, YOU ARE AUDITIONING ON-STAGE & OFF.
The directors are always watching.The directors are always watching.

DON’T APOLOGIZE OR MAKE EXCUSES.DON’T APOLOGIZE OR MAKE EXCUSES.
Director’s can tell when you’re sick.Director’s can tell when you’re sick.     Just do the best you can.Just do the best you can.

GIVE IT 150%.GIVE IT 150%.  
Do your absolute best, then…Do your absolute best, then…

LET IT GO.LET IT GO.
Whatever happens happens. IT’S ONLY A PLAY!!!Whatever happens happens. IT’S ONLY A PLAY!!!
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Remember...
Don’t think of an audition as a competition.  Think of it as a chance to do

something you love to do- perform!  For however long you’re up there, that
role is yours.  Make the most of it.  Be creative.  HAVE FUN!

The Directors are all rooting for you to succeed!

Reading Audition Tips...Reading Audition Tips...
BE SEEN!BE SEEN!

Don’t hide behind your script.Don’t hide behind your script.
Hold it about chest level so we can see your face.Hold it about chest level so we can see your face.

BE HEARD!!BE HEARD!!
Project your voice so directors can hear & understandProject your voice so directors can hear & understand
you.you.

BE CONFIDENT (even if it’s fake)BE CONFIDENT (even if it’s fake)
Plant your feet.Plant your feet.     Use your face, your hands, your wholeUse your face, your hands, your whole
body to communicate.body to communicate.

LISTEN TO YOUR FELLOW ACTORS!!!LISTEN TO YOUR FELLOW ACTORS!!!
Pay attention & react to what they do.Pay attention & react to what they do.

DON’T JUST READ, ACT!!!!DON’T JUST READ, ACT!!!!
Directors know you can read.Directors know you can read.     
Show them you can ACT!Show them you can ACT!
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Musical Vocal Audition Procedure...Musical Vocal Audition Procedure...
EnterEnter

Go to your spot in front of the Directors & plant your feet firmly on the ground.Go to your spot in front of the Directors & plant your feet firmly on the ground.

Say “Hello, my name is (YOUR NAME) and I will be singing (SONG TITLE) from (TITLE OF SHOW).”Say “Hello, my name is (YOUR NAME) and I will be singing (SONG TITLE) from (TITLE OF SHOW).”

Make eye contact with the Music Director/Accompanist & nod to them when you’re ready to start.Make eye contact with the Music Director/Accompanist & nod to them when you’re ready to start.

Sing your song.Sing your song.    Be loud.Be loud.    Be clear.Be clear.    Be confident.Be confident.    Don’t just sing- ACT.Don’t just sing- ACT.

When finished singing, say “Thank you” before walking away.When finished singing, say “Thank you” before walking away.

Exit.Exit.
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AUDITION TIPS



VIOLENCE:
 One character acts out a few lines from Waiting for Godot and says “Shall we hang ourselves?”
There is a slap, and a “punch in the boob”.
See the first entry, below, in “Sexual content”.

SEXUAL CONTENT:
One character is gay. His dream is to become a “heartless boozehound harlot in post-war France.” This song contains a lot of references to
being a sex worker, using alcohol and drugs, violence, illness and self harm. He is in a slip and heels for this song. Two men kiss during the
song. He wants to be “That fucked-up girl”.
One character repeatedly grabs his privates, in a “rap” fashion.
One character talks about a crude tattoo that reads “Born to bone” (with two skeletons – but we don’t see the tattoo).
One character acts out a few lines from Waiting for Godot and says “I hear it gives you an erection.”
The words virgin and virginity are used.
In one song a character sings about saving a cat-people planet by spreading his “seed”. During the song, the following phrases are used:
Kinkomatic powers, Freaktastic seed, sexy cat women, making love. Also during the song the “lovemaking” happens behind a sheet.
One character describes how she lost her virginity just hours before the accident in a port-a-potty with a carnie. And while technically
consensual, the “carnie” was almost 20 years her senior, and the act was a product of her low self-esteem. The experience, and her death, leads
to some closure and joy for her.

LANGUAGE:
Swear words include: dick, shit, hell, goddammit, Jesus Christ
A song uses the phrase “Fucked up girl” many times.
Bitch is used to describe the building.
The phrase “Little Orphan A-hole” is used to describe one character.
The word “fornication” is used.
“Eurotrash bitches” is used in a rap song. Son-of-a-bitch is used to describe the evil Count Dogulous.

SUBSTANCES:
Two teen characters drink out of a vodka bottle.
One teen is described as having provided alcohol to his cousin, a minor.
One parent uses a bong.
The words “chronic” and “ganga” are used.
Cigarettes are used several times. A rap song mentions champagne and weed.
Two characters act out an improv that talks about using and/or dealing recreational drugs.

OTHER POSSIBLE TRIGGERS:
One (non-human) character sees into the future and has a “magic-like” quality.
All of the human characters in this show have died in a roller coaster accident. One was decapitated. That is indicated by the character carrying
a headless doll, and her make-up and wig is a little creepy.
One character is a bully, but has a journey towards understanding that.
One character uses the phrase “culturally ingrained alcoholism” to describe a Ukrainian man.
One brief character is dying of Uranium poisoning, so she puts her child up for adoption to save him. His adoptive parents don’t like him and he
is neglected.
Very briefly, there is a character miming speaking in tongues/snake-handling with a preacher. The preacher is bitten by a snake and dies. The
son (one of the major characters) becomes non-verbal because of the trauma. Once dead, he decides to speak again.
White people rap.

AUDITION NOTICE: 
PARENT/ACTOR GUIDE TO THE MATERIAL
RIDE THE CYCLONE is a musical featuring adult language, situations, and material for mature teens and adults.  The
production staff, and everyone at Arena Dinner Theatre & FW Youtheatre are committed to creating a safe and respectful
environment to explore this material and bring this story to life.

All actors must be 14 years old or older at the time of auditions -- no exceptions.

To help actors and parents judge if this show is right for them, we strongly encourage everyone to familiarize themselves with
the material in advance. The music is available on Youtube and the script is available to read online here: pdfcoffee.com/ride-
the-cyclone-lib-pdf-free.html

Here’s what you can expect if you choose to RIDE THE CYCLONE (MAJOR SPOILERS & ADULT LANGUAGE AHEAD)...



OPEN AUDITIONS: Sunday, June 14, 2026
EVERYONE must SIGN UP online for a five minute audition spot at fwyt.org/auditions.  Sign-up will go live May 4.
Fill out & bring an audition form and ACCURATELY COMPLETED conflict sheet.  Paper copies will be available at
auditions if you need to fill it out there.
Arrive at least 5-10 minutes prior to your audition time (more if you need to fill out the audition form there).
Location: Arena Dinner Theatre, 719 Rockhill, Fort Wayne, IN 46802. (Enter the main doors on Rockhill.)

Everyone should be prepared to...
Sing approx. 32 bars of a song of your choosing.  Selections from RIDE THE CYCLONE or in a style similar to the the
song/role you are audition for are encouraged.

Everyone should bring...
Clearly marked piano/vocal sheet music for an accompanist OR a device with an accompaniment track you can
bluetooth to the theatre’s speaker.

CALL-BACK / MAKE-UP AUDITION: Monday, June 15 @7PM
Location: Arena Dinner Theatre, 719 Rockhill St. (Enter the main doors on Rockhill.)
Actors needed at Call-Backs will be notified via call or text immediately following open auditions.
If you are unable to attend the Sunday audition, you may audition this night. Email Murphy@fwyt.org to RSVP.

CASTING NOTIFICATIONS: Via phone or email asap following auditions.

REHEARSALS: Rehearsals begin July 12 or 13 and run thru August 12; and will be held Monday-Friday (7-10PM) and/or
Sunday (Time TBA). Not all dates will be used and not all actors will be called for all rehearsals. A specific schedule
based on cast availability will be made after casting. 

TECH WEEK: Sunday, August 9-Wednesday, August 12 (Sunday: Time TBA, M-W: 6:30-10PM)

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT REHEARSALS:
Not all actors will rehearse every day.  However, the nature of this show does require most actors to be present at most
rehearsals. A specific schedule based on actor conflicts will be made after casting.

PERFORMANCES:
August 13 (7PM), August 14 (7PM & 10:30PM), August 15 (7PM), August 16 (2PM) + HOLD August 16 (6/7PM), 2026

ABOUT THE SHOW:
What happens after the ride ends? In this darkly comedic, electrifying and edgy musical, six teenagers from the St.
Cassian Choir must plead their case for a second chance at life after a tragic roller-coaster accident wipes them out. Their
fate rests in the hands of The Amazing Karnak, a mechanical fortune teller who sets the rules and spins the wheel of
destiny with a promise to save whichever has the best story. With jaw-dropping music, sharp humor, and an unexpectedly
tender heart, Ride the Cyclone is a one-of-a-kind theatrical thrill ride you won’t forget. But leave the little ones at home-
this provocative partnership with Arena Dinner Theatre is best enjoyed by mature teens and adults!

AUDITION NOTICE: 
DATES & TIMES



CHARACTERS...

The Amazing Karnak: Age- Eternal. The interactive narrator. Karnak is an advanced precognition machine whose
proclivity towards predicting the deaths of carnival guests caused his owners to set him permanently in Family
Fun Mode. This had dire consequences. Male, Female or Nonbinary Identifying. Will be in a small box, seated
onstage the entire show. Catchphrase: “Your lucky number is seven. You will soar to great heights. Be sure to
ride the cyclone.” (Non-singer, Non-dancer)

Ocean O’Connell-Rosenberg: Age 17. The “most successful girl in town.” President of both the St. Cassian High
School student council and chamber choir, Ocean is a brilliant go-getter (or chronic over-achiever if you ask her
peers) who strives for excellence in everything she does. Female Identifying. Catchphrase: “Democracy rocks!”
(Belter Alto/Soprano, dancer)

Noel Gruber: Age 17. The “most romantic boy in town.” The only gay guy in all of Uranium, Noel yearns to leave
his boring job at Taco Bell and the drab world of Saskatchewan behind for a life of glamour and extravagance.
Male or Nonbinary Identifying. Catchphrase: Being the only gay man in a small rural high school is like having a
laptop in the stone age. I mean sure, you can have one, but there’s nowhere to plug it in.” (Smooth Cabaret
Voice Tenor, Dancer)

Mischa Bachinski: Age 18. The “angriest boy in town.” A teenager recently adopted form Ukraine by parents
who thought they were getting a toddler, Mischa maintains a strained relationship with his new family and
reputation for angry outbursts. Male Identifying. Catchphrase: “my gangsta persona is just armor to conceal
that I am a naked child wandering through the wilderness, holding in my hands my wounded fragile heart.”
(Rapper/Folksinger- Baritone/Bass, Dancer)

Ricky Potts: Age 17. The “most imaginative boy in town.” Suffering from childhood trauma and a self imposed
mute, Ricky copes by maintaining a vivid inner life of fantasy and self-expression. Male, Female, or Nonbinary
Identifying. Catchphrase: “Level up!” (Rock Voice Baritone, Dancer)

Jane Doe: Age ?. A mysterious, emotionless, deeply creepy headless girl who appears beside the Choir in limbo.
Must wear disturbing makeup and might wear black contacts. Female Identifying. Catchphrase: “When the
lioness has children, she stops making love to the lion. The lion gets jealous, sometimes so jealous he eats the
children. You’d think this would upset the lioness; far from it. They make love again like the children never
existed. I find that idea terrifying.” (Classical Operatic Soprano, Dancer)

Constance Blackwood: Age 17. The “nicest girl in town,” Constance is a kind, considerate girl whose genuine
affection for her hometown puts her at odds with her peers. Secretly, she resented being belittled or cast aside
for her kindness, as many people thought less of her for her positive view on the town.Female Identifying.
Catchphrase: “Sorry!” (Rock Voice Alto, Dancer)

 

Arena Dinner Theatre & Fort Wayne Youtheatre seek 6 actors ages 14-22 to portray the students
and 1 actor ages 22+ to play the Amazing Karnak for this thrill-ride musical.  All actors must be 14+
at the time of auditions- no exceptions.

We encourage performers of all races and ethnicities, genders and abilities to audition.  

AUDITION NOTICE: 
CHARACTER BREAKDOWNS



FOR PARENTS OF & STUDENT AUDITIONERS:
PARENT/YOUTH ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MATERIAL
Actors who have not yet graduated high school (even if 18) & parents MUST complete 
this page & return with all other audition materials.

Parent Name: 

Parent Signature:

Youth Name:

Youth Signature:

Date:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MATERIAL:
UNDERSTANDING & INFORMED CONSENT

Ride the Cyclone includes themes and dialogue that may be emotionally intense and may
include topics such as: death, violence, sexual content,  illegal substances, mature themes,
strong language, and references to sensitive subject matter.  

Arena & Youtheatre are committed to creating a safe and respectful environment in which to
explore this material and bring this story to life.

If you have not already, we encourage you to look carefully at all the information provided in this
packet and do any other research you may wish.  

We have read the Parent/Actor Guide to the Material.

We acknowledge that options to read the script and listen to the score were made available
to us; and we either availed ourselves of those options or made an informed decision not
to.

We understand the tone and mature themes of the show and agree the youth may audition
and participate in rehearsals and performances if cast.

We understand that participation will require working with the cast and production team to
portray serious, intense and mature emotions/situations as part of the storytelling.

ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL AGE STUDENTS
MUST RETURN THIS FORM AT AUDITIONS.



FOR AUDITIONERS 18+ ONLY:
YOUTH PROTECTION POLICY.  PLEASE READ.
IF CAST, YOU WILL NEED TO SIGN & RETURN PRIOR TO REHEARSALS.



FOR AUDITIONERS 18+ ONLY:
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