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AUDITION PACKET
MAINSTAGE: MARCH 2027MAINSTAGE: MARCH 2027MAINSTAGE: MARCH 2027

SALLY RIDE. RUBY BRIDGES. HARRIET TUBMAN. DR. VIRGINIA APGAR.
JUSTICE SONIA SOTOMAYOR. FLORENCE GRIFFITH JOYNER.

CALL-BACK: March 5, 2025 (4:30- 6:30PM)

Sign up at FWYT.org/auditions
Open Audition Spots by Reservation Only.

Auditions: Sunday, Nov. 22 (1-4PM)
Call-Back: Tuesday, Nov. 24 (4:30-6:30PM)

Directed by Emily Arata
Choreography by Heather Closson
Music Direction by Renee Gonzales



OPEN AUDITIONS: Sunday, Nov. 22, 2026 (1-4PM)
EVERYONE must SIGN UP online for a one hour audition spot at fwyt.org/auditions.
Fill out the audition info online when signing up.
Come prepared to fill out a sheet listing your rehearsal conflicts.
Arrive at least 10 minutes prior to your audition time to check in, fill out papers, etc.
Location: RKF Studios, 2446 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46805.  Enter the RKF Studios doors toward the back of
the left/east side of the building.  Look for the Youtheatre signage.

Everyone should be prepared to...
Sing ONE of the audition songs contained in this packet individually for the directors.  Choose the song that either
best represents the role you wish to play or or shows off your voice/range the best.

CALL-BACK: Monday, Nov. 24, 2026 (4:30-6:30PM)
Location: RKF Studios, 2446 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46805
Actors needed at Call-Backs will be notified via call or text or email on Sunday after auditions.

At Call-Backs, actors may be asked to-
Dance.  So dress appropriately with appropriate footwear (no flip-flops).  
Read sides from this packet.
Sing one of the selected audition songs or be taught and sing additional music.

CAST LIST AVAILABLE: NO EARLIER THAN SUNDAY, NOV. 29.  May be later.

REHEARSAL PERIOD:
REHEARSALS: Jan. 11-Feb. 26, 2027 (M-F, 4:30-6:30/7PM)
TECH WEEK: Feb 28 (Noon- 5PM), Mar. 1-4 (4:30-8PM), 2026; Mar. 11 (Brush-Up Rehearsal, 4:30)

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE:
PUBLIC PERFORMANCES: March 5 (7PM), 6 (7PM), 7 (2PM), 12 (7PM), 13 (7PM), 14 (2PM)
SCHOOL SHOW/Learn-It Live @ Embassy: March 15, 2027 (Rehearsal 4:30-6:30PM), March 16 (Performance 10AM)

ABOUT THE SHOW:
Sonia Sotomayor- the first Latina Supreme Court Justice. Harriet Tubman- leading Civil War abolitionist. Sally Ride- the
first woman in space. They were told they couldn’t do it. All of them did it anyway. At the National Museum of Women
in History, 4th-grader Naomi is intimidated: is she good enough to write an essay about these women who changed the
world? When she is whisked through time to meet these trailblazing American women, plus Dr. Virginia Apgar, Florence
Griffith Joyner, and Ruby Bridges, their stories help Naomi realize that she IS enough. Based on the children’s book by
Chelsea Clinton, She Persisted The Musical JR. is a joy-filled, high-energy musical that reminds us all, boys and girls alike,
that change begins when we refuse to give up!

AUDITION NOTICE: DATES & TIMES



CHARACTERS...

Naomi, a 10 year-old student. African American. A curious, determined fourth grader.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: C#5, Vocal range bottom: G3

Juno, a 10 year old student. Any race. Naomi’s supportive classmate and friend.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3, 

Bailey, a 10 year old student. Any race. Naomi’s encouraging classmate and friend.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: A4, Vocal range bottom: G3

Time, a young magical being. Any race. A magical guide through history.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: C5, Vocal range bottom: C4

Young Harriet Tubman, student. African American. A young girls who will grow up to be an abolitionist who fought for freedom.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: F#3

Adult Harriet Tubman, teen/adult. African American. A brave abolitionist who fought for freedom.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: F#3

Young Florence Griffith Joyner, student. African American. Athletic youth who will go on to Olympic glory.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: F#3

Adult Florence Griffith Joyner, teen/adult. African American. A record-breaking Olympic sprinter.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: F#3

Mrs. Chan, teen/adult. Asian American. Naomi’s caring teacher.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: C5, Vocal range bottom: C4

Young Sonia Sotomayor, student. Latina. A young latina who will grow up to become a Supreme Court Justice.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3

Adult Sonia Sotomayor, teen/adult. Latina. A determined judge who made history.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3

Young Dr. Virginia Apgar, student. Caucasian. A girl who aspires to become a doctor.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3

Adult Dr. Virginia Apgar, teen/adult. Caucasian. An innovative doctor who helped save newborns.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3

Young Sally Ride, student. Caucasian. The young version of astronaut Sally Ride.
Gender: female, Vocal range top: D5, Vocal range bottom: A3

Adult Sally Ride, teen/adult. Caucasian. A pioneering astronaut who reached for the stars.
Gender: female
Vocal range top: D5
Vocal range bottom: A3

Young Ruby Bridges, student. African American.  A courageous girl who challenged school segregation.
Gender: female
Vocal range top: A4
Vocal range bottom: G3

Ensemble, student/teen. Any race/gender.: 
Students, Reporters, President of Princeton, Sonia’s Mother , Nurse, Race Announcer, Astronaut Trainer, Museum Guide

Fort Wayne Youtheatre seeks an all female-identifying cast ages 10 thru adult for this production.
While certain characters need to be cast racially according to their real-life counterpart, we strongly encourage performers of
all races and ethnicities, and abilities to audition.  Reading skills required.  

AUDITION NOTICE: CHARACTERS & SCENES



General Audition Tips...General Audition Tips...
BE PREPARED.BE PREPARED.

Directors are impressed by actors who care.Directors are impressed by actors who care.     
Know the show.Know the show.    Read the script.Read the script.     Listen to the music.Listen to the music.

BE ON TIME.BE ON TIME.

ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION.ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION.  
Listen quietly to others.Listen quietly to others.     It is polite…PLUS you learn from what they do.It is polite…PLUS you learn from what they do.

REMEMBER, YOU ARE AUDITIONING ON-STAGE & OFF.REMEMBER, YOU ARE AUDITIONING ON-STAGE & OFF.
The directors are always watching.The directors are always watching.

DON’T APOLOGIZE OR MAKE EXCUSES.DON’T APOLOGIZE OR MAKE EXCUSES.
Director’s can tell when you’re sick.Director’s can tell when you’re sick.     Just do the best you can.Just do the best you can.

GIVE IT 150%.GIVE IT 150%.  
Do your absolute best, then…Do your absolute best, then…

LET IT GO.LET IT GO.
Whatever happens happens. IT’S ONLY A PLAY!!!Whatever happens happens. IT’S ONLY A PLAY!!!

General Audition Tips...
BE PREPARED.

Directors are impressed by actors who care.  
Know the show.  Read the script.  Listen to the music.

BE ON TIME.

ALWAYS PAY ATTENTION. 
Listen quietly to others.  It is polite…PLUS you learn from what they do.

REMEMBER, YOU ARE AUDITIONING ON-STAGE & OFF.
The directors are always watching.

DON’T APOLOGIZE OR MAKE EXCUSES.
Director’s can tell when you’re sick.  Just do the best you can.

GIVE IT 150%. 
Do your absolute best, then…

LET IT GO.
Whatever happens happens. IT’S ONLY A PLAY!!!

Remember...
Don’t think of an audition as a competition.  Think of it as a chance to do

something you love to do- perform!  For however long you’re up there, that
role is yours.  Make the most of it.  Be creative.  HAVE FUN!

The Directors are all rooting for you to succeed!

Reading Audition Tips...Reading Audition Tips...
BE SEEN!BE SEEN!

Don’t hide behind your script.Don’t hide behind your script.
Hold it about chest level so we can see your face.Hold it about chest level so we can see your face.

BE HEARD!!BE HEARD!!
Project your voice so directors can hear & understandProject your voice so directors can hear & understand
you.you.

BE CONFIDENT (even if it’s fake)BE CONFIDENT (even if it’s fake)
Plant your feet.Plant your feet.     Use your face, your hands, your wholeUse your face, your hands, your whole
body to communicate.body to communicate.

LISTEN TO YOUR FELLOW ACTORS!!!LISTEN TO YOUR FELLOW ACTORS!!!
Pay attention & react to what they do.Pay attention & react to what they do.

DON’T JUST READ, ACT!!!!DON’T JUST READ, ACT!!!!
Directors know you can read.Directors know you can read.     
Show them you can ACT!Show them you can ACT!
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Youtheatre Musical Vocal Audition Procedure...Youtheatre Musical Vocal Audition Procedure...
EnterEnter

Go to your spot in front of the Directors & plant your feet firmly on the ground.Go to your spot in front of the Directors & plant your feet firmly on the ground.

Say “Hello, my name is (YOUR NAME) and I will be singing (SONG TITLE) from (TITLE OF SHOW).”Say “Hello, my name is (YOUR NAME) and I will be singing (SONG TITLE) from (TITLE OF SHOW).”

Make eye contact with the Music Director/Accompanist & nod to them when you’re ready to start.Make eye contact with the Music Director/Accompanist & nod to them when you’re ready to start.

Sing your song.Sing your song.    Be loud.Be loud.    Be clear.Be clear.    Be confident.Be confident.    Don’t just sing- ACT.Don’t just sing- ACT.

When finished singing, say “Thank you” before walking away.When finished singing, say “Thank you” before walking away.

Exit.Exit.
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AUDITION NOTICE: AUDITION TIPS



MONDAYS
4:30-7PM

NO CONFLICTS ALLOWED: 
Tech Week: Feb 28 (Noon- 5PM), Mar. 1-4 (4:30-8PM), 2026; Mar. 11 (Brush-Up Rehearsal, 4:30)
Performances: March 5 (7PM), 6 (7PM), 7 (2PM), 12 (7PM), 13 (7PM), 14 (2PM)
School Show/Learn-It Live @ Embassy: March 15, 2027 (Rehearsal 4:30-6:30PM), March 16 (Performance 10AM)
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NAME: ___________________________
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IF YOU’RE UNABLE TO FILL OUT AT HOME, COPIES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT AUDITIONS.

CONFLICTS:

Please list ALL conflicts you have with dates below. Do NOT list as a conflict if it is something you can change, skip or reschedule.
Put an “X” if you can’t come at all, or write the specific times you CAN be there within the rehearsal time period. 

PLEASE FILL OUT AND BRING WITH YOU TO AUDITIONS.



AUDITION MATERIALS: Vocal Audition Music

Everyone auditioning should select ONE of the following three song options from SHE PERSISTED.

VOCAL AUDITION PIECE #1: HOPE
VOCAL AUDITION PIECE #2: ISN’T IT COOL?
VOCAL AUDITION PIECE #3: WALK ON

Select the song you think best shows off your voice and range or a role you’re interested in.

Songs do NOT need to be memorized, but auditioners should be familiar with the material enough to
not be glued to their music.  

See the AUDITION TIPS page for more expectations and suggestions.

CAST RECORDING TRACKS FOR ALL 3 PIECES
The cast recording tracks (with voices) can be found here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Tio7M-ixz0yKG0F1Ov9lfvyI9ihGwBJD?usp=sharing

ACCOMPANIMENT TRACKS FOR ALL 3 PIECES
The accompaniment tracks (no voices) which will be used in auditions can be found here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uHhbNJljqAEhcNinfQOKTSbeto98BUlW?usp=sharing

SHEET MUSIC
Sheet music for all 3 pieces can be found in the pages to follow...

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Tio7M-ixz0yKG0F1Ov9lfvyI9ihGwBJD?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uHhbNJljqAEhcNinfQOKTSbeto98BUlW?usp=sharing
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VOCAL AUDITION PIECE #2- Page 1

ISN’T IT COOL?
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VOCAL AUDITION PIECE #3- Page 1
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AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides

SIDE #1: Naomi, Bailey, Juno



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides

SIDE #1 (Cont.): Naomi, Bailey, Juno



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides

SIDE #2: Naomi, Time



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #3: Harriet Tubman, Naomi



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides

SIDE #3 (Cont.): Harriet Tubman, Naomi



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #4: Naomi, Sonia



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #4 (Cont.): Naomi, Sonia



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #5: Time, Naomi



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #6: Naomi, Florence



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #6 (Cont.): Naomi, Florence



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #7: Juno, Bailey, Naomi, Time



AUDITION NOTICE: Audition Sides
SIDE #8: Ruby, Naomi
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